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film actor Gene Autry, placed an advertise-
ment in Tuesday’s New York Times, warning
that denying entry to refugees at the Southern
Border will give the United States “another
black eye.” She compared the errors being
made today to the slaughter of Native Ameri-
cans, the enslavement of Africans, and the de-
nial of entry to the M.S. St. Louis with more
than 900 Jewish refugees during World War Il
“The current tragedy at the Southern Border
will rank up there with these three,” she wrote.
Gene Autry gave up a career in Hollywood
and international stardom to fight for our coun-
try in World War II, Mrs. Autry noted, and he
would be offended at the treatment of refu-
gees “turned . . . away in the freezing tem-
peratures of Christmas Eve.” She added: “We
can’t find workers in this country, but Con-
gress will keep refugees out who want to
work.” She called on all who can “to protect
those who need protection and do what is
right.” | could not say it better and am proud
to amplify her thoughtful and courageous
statement. Thank you, Mrs. Autry.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ED
BOWMAN

HON. TROY BALDERSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to rise today to pay tribute to the mem-
ory of a Zanesville, Ohio legend, Coach Ed
Bowman.

Born in 1928, Coach Bowman served in the
U.S. Army during the Korean War and re-
turned home to a 36-year career with the
United States Postal Service as a beloved
local mail carrier.

Ed coached the St Thomas 7th and 8th
Grade Boys Basketball for over 40 vyears,
mentoring hundreds—if not thousands—of
players during his tenure.

In recognition of his service, Coach Bow-
man was inducted into the Rosecrans Athletic
Boosters Hall of Fame, Zanesville Daybreak
Rotary Club Community Service Award in
2015 and is a Member of “Forever Dads Leg-
acy of Fatherhood” Class of 2018.

Coach Bowman leaves behind a lasting leg-
acy in the Zanesville community.

———

PROTECTING AMERICA’S STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE
FROM CHINA ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2023

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pro-
vide remarks on H.R. 22. Republicans brought
H.R. 22, the Protecting America’s Strategic
Petroleum Reserve from China Act, to the
House Floor today to prohibit selling oil from
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to China.

This legislation would not be necessary if
the previous Republican majority hadn’t lifted
a ban on crude oil exports, in place since
1975, at the urging of their Big Oil friends in
2015.
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China has now exploited this harmful Re-
publican policy change by purchasing and
stockpiling American crude oil. U.S. exports of
crude oil to China increased nearly 100-fold
under President Trump. During the Trump ad-
ministration, U.S. oil companies sent over 391
million barrels of crude oil to China.

House Democrats had legislation (the Buy
low and Sell High Act) that would go further to
protect American interests by not only banning
the export of Strategic Petroleum Reserve oil
to China, but also to adversaries such as
North Korea, Russia, Iran, and any other
country under U.S. sanctions. If Republicans
really wanted to tackle this issue, they would
have worked with us in a bipartisan manner to
pass this legislation last Congress.

Republicans passed this legislation to fix a
political problem they created for themselves,
which in the end, doesn’t solve the problem.

———

CELEBRATING THE 200TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MARION COUNTY

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 200th anniversary of Marion County,
lllinois.

Known as the “Gateway of Little Egypt,”
Marion County was organized January 24,
1823, and was named in honor of Revolu-
tionary War General Francis Marion. General
Marion pioneered the use of irregular warfare
against the British during the American Revo-
lution, with his tactics forming a part of the
modern-day military doctrine of the U.S.
Army’s 75th Ranger Regiment.

Marion County is closely tied to the liveli-
hood and commerce of agriculture, the devel-
opment and expansion of railroads, and the
discovery of natural resources including coal
and oil. Today, 95 percent of the more than
1,000 farms in Marion County are proudly
family-owned, and they grow some of the best
soybeans, corn, and wheat in the nation.

| congratulate the residents, churches, com-
munity leaders, farmers, families, and factory
workers on their contributions to their county
and country and commend the generations of
dedicated Marion County leaders who made
the last 200 years so productive. | look for-
ward to the many achievements to come.

—

CONGRATULATING MR. McKINLEY
“MACK” WILBOURN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to rise today, to ex-
tend heartfelt congratulations to an extraor-
dinary entrepreneur, corporate leader, philan-
thropist, political savant, patron of the arts and
friend of longstanding, Mr. McKinley “Mack”
Wilbourn. On Tuesday, January 17, 2023,
friends, family, leaders in commerce, govern-
ment, and others from across the country,
gathered at the High Museum of Art, 1280
Peachtree Street NE, in Atlanta, Georgia to
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participate in “The Mack Trilogy” celebrating
50 years of excellence in business, Mack’s
79th birthday and launching The Mack
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation. It was a fitting
tribute to a man who through hard work and
perseverance used his God-given “talent”,
grew it to the pinnacle of financial success,
and is reaching back to lift others behind him.

Mack Wilbourn, a native of Magnolia, Arkan-
sas, attended Tucson High School and the
University of Arizona where he majored in ac-
counting. From one of his first jobs as a youth
at Jack in the Box, he began his experience
in the restaurant industry and in 1971, along
with his partner, Brad Hubbert, became one of
the first minority McDonald’s franchisees in the
Atlanta area, growing to 4 restaurants and 150
employees. His current franchises include At-
lanta Bread & Bar, Baja Fresh Mexican,
Famiglia Pizza, Phillips Seafood, Popeyes and
We Juice It at Hartsfield-Jackson International
Airport. He is managing partner of MWJ, LLC,
a vending company and has managed the
Coca Cola Vending locations throughout the
Atlanta airport since 2004. He started an angel
investment firm focused on startup businesses
that could potentially compete on the next
level with proper resources and guidance.

Mack has pursued joint business opportuni-
ties as a consultant with Parodies Midfield
Corporation, The Rouse Corporation (Under-
ground Atlanta), and Service America Cor-
poration (Fulton County Jail Foodservice),
started the first Popeye’s Chicken in an airport
and his Edy’s Ice Cream, also at the airport,
and became an Olympic Licensee for color
changing mugs for the Atlanta 1996 Olympic
Games.

Mack has earned numerous awards and
been recognized by the Atlanta Business
League, Minority Business Entrepreneur, Fran-
chise Update, Georgia Restaurant Association,
City of College Park, the Atlanta Convention &
Visitors Bureau, among many. Always politi-
cally active, he has hosted 4 Democratic
Presidents: Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, Barrack
Obama; and Joe Biden; as well as Congres-
sional, State and local leaders from Mayor
Maynard Jackson and Ambassador Andrew
Young to Reverend Senator Raphael
Warnock.

Believing that service is the rent we pay for
the space we occupy on this earth, Mack has
been a servant leader in the larger community
with Atlanta Business League, Butler Street
YMCA, The Urban League, the NAACP, Zoo
Atlanta, The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center,
The National Black Arts Festival, The Atlanta
Tip Off Club, Brain Injury Association of Geor-
gia, The High Museum and Center for Pup-
petry Arts and numerous youth organizations.

Mack serves on the boards of Georgia Pri-
mary Bank, The Center Helping Obesity in
Children End Successfully (CHOICES), The
Piedmont Foundation, the Smithsonian Na-
tional Portrait Gallery Museum, and the Demo-
cratic National Finance Committee. Moreover,
he is an active member of Salem Bible
Church.

Mack Wilbourn has accomplished much in
his 79 years of life. However, as a man of
deep faith he knows that none of it would
have been possible without the Grace of God
and the love and support of his family includ-
ing his sons, McKenzie and Marquis along
with his 3 grandchildren.

It has been said that the true person of suc-
cess is not the one who climbs the ladder of
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life with 2 hands but climbs with 1 hand and
reaches back with the other. Mack is reaching
back as he launches the McKinley “Mack”
Wilbourn Legacy Foundation to transform, in-
spire and provide opportunities for the under-
served in the areas of Art and Culture, Entre-
preneurship and Financial Literacy. His vision
is to revolutionize the outlook and provide life
changing opportunities for marginalized com-
munities.

Mr. Speaker, McKinley “Mack” Wilbourn has
done so much for so many for so long. | there-
fore ask my colleagues to join my wife, Vivian,
and me, along with the other Members of the
Georgia Congressional Delegation and all
those whose lives Mack has touched, in ex-
tending our heartfelt congratulations and best
wishes on 50 years of excellence in business,
79 years of life and the launching of the
McKinley “Mack” Wilbourn Legacy Founda-
tion. To God be the Glory.

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND LEWIS
GUNTER

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a beloved faith and community
leader. Reverend Lewis Gunter transitioned
from this life on January 11, 2023, but indel-
ible mark on the State of South Carolina re-
mains.

Rev. Gunter was born on April 13, 1930, in
Lexington County, South Carolina to the late
Mr. Cellus and Mrs. Beulah Gunter. He at-
tended public school in Lexington County be-
fore moving to Aiken, South Carolina, where
he graduated from Schofield High School. He
pursued higher education at Benedict College
in Columbia, South Carolina. He was com-
mitted to helping those in need and earned his
bachelor’s degree in social work.

Rev. Gunter got his early spiritual education
at Hall Hill Baptist Church in Pelion, South
Carolina. The first church he pastored was Mt.
Olive Baptist Church, in Gadsden, South
Carolina. He would continue to preach the
gospel in Richland County, pastoring Gill
Creek Baptist Church in Columbia, South
Carolina, and Jerusalem Baptist Church in
Hopkins, South Carolina. On October 20,
1976, Rev. Gunter founded Gunter's Chapel
Baptist Church with 22 charter members in a
temporary space. Under his leadership the
congregation grew and prospered, and in
1993 the church opened the doors of its
newly-built sanctuary. Throughout his career,
he traveled the country conducting revivals
and was active in several Christian organiza-
tions. After loyally guiding his congregation for
46 years and serving in the Ministry for 60
years, Rev. Gunter retired in 2022. | was
pleased to be invited by his family and friends
to keynote the retirement banquet that was
held in his honor.

He lived out his values through other chan-
nels of service to his community, city, state,
and country. He served in the U.S. Navy for
four years, in addition to his work with the
U.S. Postal Service. Rev. Gunter was deeply
connected to the land and was elected to
serve as the Soil and Water District Commis-
sioner for Richland County for six years. He
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additionally served as Minority Advisor for the
Department of Agriculture for Calhoun and
Richland Counties and was the state chaplain
for the South Carolina Soil and Water Con-
servation.

Rev. Gunter was a dedicated family man
and was married to Lue E. Pearson Gunter for
fifty-five years before her passing. They are
lovingly remembered by their son, three
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in honoring the life of Rev-
erend Lewis Gunter. He faithfully pastored
those in his congregation, dedicating his life to
his church and his community. His legacy will
live on in all those who were blessed to know
him.

————

RECOGNIZING DR. KEITH COPELIN
FERDINAND

HON. TROY A. CARTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Dr. Keith C. Ferdinand for
his recognition as a 2023 Southern University
at New Orleans Center for African and African
American Studies Living Legend. Dr. Ferdi-
nand is receiving this high honor because of
his dedicated service to the citizens of New
Orleans as a Cardiovascular Physician. For
over 40 years, Dr. Ferdinand has endeavored
to improve the health and lives of African
Americans and other high risk, marginalized
populations. He has devoted his life in medi-
cine to eliminating the health disparities of
New Orleans’ most ostracized. people. In light
of all of the aforementioned professional trib-
utes, the roles he most treasures are devoted
son, sibling, father, and husband.

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA,
FASH, FNLA began his medical career with a
BA in biology from the University of New Orle-
ans. He then went on to earn an MD from
Howard University College of Medicine in
Washington, DC, an internship at the US Pub-
lic Health Hospital in New Orleans, an internal
medicine residency and cardiology fellowship
at LSU Medical Center and a cardiology fel-
lowship at Howard University Hospital, Wash-
ington, D.C. Following his years of doing clin-
ical work, research and teaching at Xavier
University, LSU, Baylor College of Medicine,
and Emory University, Dr. Ferdinand returned
to New Orleans as a Professor of Clinical
Medicine at the Tulane University Heart and
Vascular Institute.

Dr. Ferdinand has been heavily involved in
many national organizations concerned with
public health, including the Association of
Black Cardiologists, of which he was the
former Chair and Chief Science Officer, the
American Society of Hypertension, of which he
was a board member, and the Healthy Heart
Community Prevention Program, a cardio-
vascular risk program targeting African Amer-
ican and other highrisk populations. He is the
immediate-past Chair of the National Forum
for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention,
which provides the leadership and encourage-
ment for collaboration among over 65 organi-
zations. Dr. Ferdinand focuses largely on car-
diac risk factor evaluation and control, espe-
cially hypertension and hyperlipidemia, includ-
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ing communities of racial and ethnic minori-
ties. He has had over 100 manuscripts pub-
lished and has a strong media presence. His
passion for patient care is highlighted by his
commitment to non-profit work and community
service. In 2015 he was inducted into the As-
sociation of University Cardiologists. He also
focused on improving patient care and elimi-
nating health disparities by race, ethnicity, so-
cioeconomic status, or gender through re-
search and academic interests.

| am humbled to personally know such a
great physician, who has done so much to im-
prove the lives of countless residents across
my district. We are so honored to have Dr.
Ferdinand, a true advocate for patient care.

APPRECIATING CONGRESSMAN
ARTHUR RAVENEL, JR.

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 24, 2023

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, former Congressman Arthur Ravenel en-
tered into eternal rest on January 16th. Con-
gressman Ravenel was a pioneer in devel-
oping the modern Republican party in 1960,
when there were no Republican elected offi-
cials at any level in South Carolina. In 2022,
all statewide officials are Republican, with
super majorities in the State House and Sen-
ate, being the largest Republican majorities at
every level in 150 years. | especially appre-
ciated his encouragement to begin a Teen
Age Republican Club with State Party Vice
Chairwoman Julia Ravenel Dougherty at the
High School of Charleston for the presidential
campaign of Senator Barry Goldwater. It is ap-
propriate that the following tribute for Arthur
Ravenel be provided.

Arthur Ravenel, Jr. was born March 29,
1927, to Mary Allen Boykin and Arthur
Ravenel in Charleston, SC. He was raised on
his father's small farm in St. Andrew’s Parish.
He attended public schools and was an Eagle
Scout. After his graduation from St. Andrew’s
High School, he volunteered for the United
States Marine Corps and was called to duty
on his 18th birthday. After his service with the
Marine Corps, he attended The College of
Charleston on the Gl Bill and graduated in
1950 with a degree in history. His first job was
with the Westvaco Paper Mill as a laborer and
in 1952 he started a home improvement busi-
ness and built it into a successful general con-
tracting and real estate firm so that he was
able to retire at the age of 50 and devote his
full energies to public service.

Mr. Ravenel began his career in politics in
1953 when he was elected to the SC House
of Representatives where he served until 1958
and earned a reputation for being a conserva-
tionist. In the early 1960’s he was instrumental
in helping to build the modern day Republican
Party, serving as the First District Chairman,
the state finance chairman and as a Gold-
water Delegate to the GOP Convention in San
Francisco in 1964. In those early days of the
GOP, he ran several unsuccessful races for
the SC Senate and finally, in 1980 he and
Glenn McConnell were elected as Republicans
to the State Senate. In 1986 he ran for the
US.Congress upon the retirement of Thomas
Hartnett and served four terms in Washington.
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